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Solfège Helpers 2

Seventh Chords with Stepwise Root Motion

This will help you learn the notes in each seventh chord. However, because the seventh of each chord does not
resolve downward, these chords do not act like seventh chords.
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Seventh Chords with Root Motion by Fifths

These seventh chords do resolve with root motion of a descending P5 (ascending P4). Thus, their sevenths
can resolve downward to the third of the following chord, as expected. That is, these behave like true seventh
chords.
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T-D-D-T Tonic Expansions

Music of the Classical era often began by expanding Tonic with stereotypical patterns of this type. You may
change the voicing of the dominant chord.
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Do-Re-Re-Mi Tonic Expansion Schemata

Often, a Do-Re-Re-Mi melody will be used. This example is from Václav Vodička’s Opus 1 (Gjerdingen 2007).

Practice singing these do-re-re-mi melodies, and improvise your own.
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