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Ch. 6: Triads

Theory Goals.

• Memorize the circle of fifths, including all major and minor key signatures.
• Identify collections of three notes stacked in thirds as triads. Describe the relationship between

the chord’s root, third, and fifth.
• Construct diminished, minor, Major, and Augmented triads from any note. Recognize the

shapes of these chords on the piano.
• Distinguish between the bass (lowest) note and the root of a chord. Show how the root, third,

or fifth might be in the bass voice.
• Label root position (5/3), first inversion (6/3) and second inversion (6/4) triads. Explain how

these labels came about.
• Distinguish between closed spacing and open spacing of triads.
• Name the triads found on each scale degree of the major and minor scales.

Aural Goals.

• Identify diminished, minor, Major, and Augmented triads by sound alone.
• Sing melodies involving arpeggiated (broken) chords, and learn the solgège corresponding to

all seven triads in the major scale.
• Transcribe melodies in the minor mode.

Resources.

• Primary reading: Soskin Chapter 6, Triads
• Additional resources:

Triads: http://www.musictheory.net/lessons/40
Inversions: http://www.musictheory.net/lessons/42
Diatonic Triads: http://www.musictheory.net/lessons/43
Chord Voicing: http://www.musictheory.net/lessons/51

• Online Exercises:

Chord Identification: http://www.teoria.com/exercises/c3i.php. Be sure to select dimin-
ished, minor, Major, and Augmented chords. Later, include inversions.

Chord Construction: http://www.emusictheory.com/practice/chords.html
Keyboard Chord Identification: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keyboard-chord/xyy
Aural Chord identification: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/ear-chord/xyyyeyyy


