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Ch. 5: Minor Scales

Theory Goals.

• Learn additional simple meters: cut time (alla breve,
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4 as simple quintuple and simple sextuple. Show how to

change meters mid-song.
• Review the d5 and A4, define tritone, and show how the d5 resolves inward and the A4

resolves outward.
• Define diatonic mode as a certain rotation of the WWHWWWH pattern. Define minor mode

as any mode or scale which has a minor 3rd above the tonic.
• Define natural minor as the Aeolian mode, which has the pattern WHWWHWW. Show where

in the natural minor mode the tritone appears, and in which direction the resolution occurs.
• Define relative minor and relative major. Show what this relationship implies for key signa-

tures.
• Define harmonic minor as a minor scale which includes a leading tone. Understand how this

helps establish the minor tonic, but creates an ‘unnatural’ A2 unsuitable for melodies.
• Define melodic minor as a minor scale which has ‘repaired’ the A2, making it better for

melodies.
• Show how do → te → le → sol using the natural minor is good for descending lines.
• Show how sol → la → ti → do using the melodic minor is good for ascending lines.
• Show how close the melodic minor is to being a major scale. Define parallel minor as being a

‘parallel universe’ version of the major key, using the same tonic note. Define parallel major.
• Construct a complete circle of fifths, specifying all major and minor keys. Memorize major

key signatures up to seven sharps and seven flats; memorize minor key signatures up to four
sharps and four flats.

Aural Goals.

• Identify the different forms of the minor scale by sound alone.
• Sing minor-mode melodies on solfège.

Resources.

• Primary readings:

http://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
Class notes and handouts as provided, Soskin Ch. 5.

• Online Exercises:

Aural Scale identification: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/ear-scale/xyybyyy
Key Signature Identification (major): http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keysig/8999yy
Key Signature Identification (minor): http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keysig/8a9dby


