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Ch. 4: Intervals

Theory Goals.

• Define melodic interval and harmonic interval.
• Define generic (number) and specific intervals (quality).
• Describe how intervals are named based on the 7-note diatonic system (based on letter

names), but can be measured by the 12-tone chromatic system (in wholetones and semi-
tones/halftones).

• Define unison and octave.
• Define Major 2nd and minor 2nd as two forms of scale step. Locate each in the major scale.
• Define Major 3rd and minor 3rd as two forms of scale skip. Describe how 2+2 = 3 in musical

math. Locate the M3 on do, fa, and sol. Locate the m3 on re, mi, la, and ti.
• Define consonant interval and dissonant interval. Seconds are considered dissonances and

thirds are considered consonances.
• Learn the perfect consonances (P1/PU, P5, P8). Identify them in a major scale.
• Explain why P4 is considered a contrapuntal dissonance.
• Define the consonances Major 6th and minor 6th and locate them in the major scale. Define

the dissonances Major 7th and minor 7th and locate them in the major scale.
• Define interval inversion. Show how thirds become sixths, seconds become sevenths, and

fourths become fifths. Understand both generic (number only) and specific (number and
quality) come into play.

• Show how every major scale has a PU, M2, M3, P4, P5, M6, M7 and P8 above the tonic note.
• Define diminished and augmented intervals. Show how to invert them.
• Locate the only diatonic diminished/augmented interval and show how it relates to tension

and resolution.

Aural Goals.

• Identify the following diatonic intervals based on their sound alone: PU, m2, M2, m3, M3,
P4, P5.

Resources.

• Primary readings:

“Intervals” on http://www.musictheory.net/lessons
Clendinning & Marvin The Musician’s Guide to Theory and Analysis Chapter 6: Pitch

Intervals.

• Online Exercises:

Interval identification: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/interval/dg1yryyh98yb
Aural Interval identification: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/ear-interval/9fyeyyy


