Music 121, Autumn 2011
Yuri Broze, Instructor

Ch. 3: Major Scales

Theory Goals.

e Define a diatonic scale as any scale with the piano white-key pattern of whole steps and half
steps. This includes any set of seven white keys.

e Describe the major scale as the diatonic scale which has the characteristic WWHWWWH

pattern. Show where the C major scale is on the keyboard, and where the whole steps and

half steps are (i.e., E-F and B-C are the half steps).

Hear and understand how these half steps create musical tension (forward motion).

Memorize the seven diatonic Solfége syllables.

Define tonality, tonic, and key. Know that fa — mi and ti — do are the two active half steps.

Starting with only the white notes CDEFGABC, show how accidentals (#,b) can be used to

make a new major scale starting from a different note.

e Point out the new half steps that are created by adding a flat (b) or by adding a sharp(f).
This changes where the active half steps are.

e Learn and memorize the circle of fifths.

e Define key signature, and memorize all magjor key signatures up to four flats (Ab magjor) and
four sharps (E major) (Battle Ends And Down Goes Charles’ Father).

e Learn how to use a natural sign (f) to cancel an accidental in the key signature.

Aural Goals.

e Sing the major scale on solfege upward and downward.
e Sing the major scale on solfege by thirds.
e Sight-sing stepwise notated melodies.

Resources.

e Key signature flashcard printouts, sight-singing melodies for practice (on Carmen).
e Primary readings:

Chapters 11, 14, and 15 in Ottman and Mainous, Rudiments of Music (on Carmen).
Chapter V: Keys and Key Signatures in Bertrand Howard, Fundamentals of Music Theory
(on Carmen).

e Secondary tutorials:

Major scales: http://www.teoria.com/tutorials/scales/02-steps.php
Building major scales in different keys: http://www.musictheory.net/lessons/21
Key signatures: http://www.musictheory.net/lessons/24

e Online Exercises:

Note identification: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keyboard-reverse/ygly9yby

Key Signature identification: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keysig/da9dyy

Major Scale Singalong: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/ear-scale/byyryyy

Major Scale Note Identification (Use scale notes for C major): http://www.teoria.com/exercises/ne.php



