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Ch. 1: Note Names and Clefs
Outline

Theory Goals.
• Distinguish between the concepts of note and pitch.  Understand octave-equivalence, and how it 

impacts the 12-pitch chromatic system we use.  Define tone and semitone as measures of pitch distance,  
and show how to find two notes any given distance apart on a piano.

• Understand the basics of the 7-note diatonic system, and the cycle of note names (ABCDEFG).  Draw a 
piano keyboard and identify the white keys by their note letter names.  Be able to identify the 
location of whole steps and half steps in the cycle, and show what it means for their pitch.

• Describe how accidentals ( , , , ,♭♭ ♭ ♮ ♯ �) can alter the musical meaning of notes in the 7-note diatonic 

system by changing the pitch (and therefore the piano key) they refer to.  Understand how to use 
accidentals to make two different letter-named notes have the same pitch.

• Be able to use accidentals to make three different letter-named notes have the same pitch.
• Define enharmonic. Identify the black keys on the piano by their two most common enharmonic 

spellings.  Identify E , ♯ F , ♭ B , ♯ and C .♭
• Identify letter names and accidentals of notated pitches on 5-line staves, using g-clefs (  , a � treble clef), f-

clefs (   , or � bass clef), and c-clefs (  , used as � alto clef or tenor clef).  Show how the grand staff works, and 
where the alto clef would fall within it.  Use ledger lines properly.

• Be able to notate music yourself on blank staff paper.

Aural Goals.
• Sing loudly and confidently, using both chest and head resonance as needed, throughout your vocal 

range.  Begin to learn how to shape vowels.
• Be able to identify the lowest notes and the highest notes of your vocal range at a piano.
• Pitch-matching:  Sing the pitch of various notes played on a piano.

Resources.
• Soskin Ch. 1 text (found on Carmen).
• Soskin Ch. 1 homework examples (on Carmen).
• Online lessons:

◦ http://www.musictheory.net/lessons/10  
◦ http://www.teoria.com/tutorials/reading/12-notes.php  
◦ http://www.teoria.com/tutorials/reading/13-frere.php  
◦ http://www.teoria.com/tutorials/reading/14-acc.php  

• Online drills:
◦ Reading notes from treble/bass clef (no accidentals): http://www.teoria.com/exercises/read.php
◦ Naming notes from notation (with accidentals): 

http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/note/dg1g1yryb
◦ Naming notes from keyboard: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keyboard/999d
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